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SUBJECT: GUB CRACKDOWN ON FARMERS 

REF: FBR-5665. APRIL 1, 1974 

1. REF FBR REPORTS ARREST OF 600 FARMERS IN PEGU DIVISION FOR 
FAILURE TO SUPPLY FULL PADDY QUOTA TO GOVERNMENT AND SIMILAR 
ARRESTS IN MANDALAY DIVISION. EMBASSY SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED 
THESE ARRESTS, AND PRESS HAS REPORTED ADDITIONAL ARRESTS IN 
OTHER AREAS. MARCH 30 PAPERS REPORTED ARREST OF NINE FARMERS 
IN IRRAWADDY DIVISION, AND APRIL 3 PRESS REPORTED 76 ARRESTS 

IN ONE TOWNSHIP IN DAGAING DIVISION. IN LATTER CASE, FARMERS 
WERE RELEASED FOLLOWING DAY AFTER UNDERTAKING TO SUPPLY DE- 
SIRED PADDY FROM THEIR OWN DOMESTIC RESERVEFLOR BY BUYING RE- 
QUIRED AMOUNT OF PADDY ON OPEN MARKET. IN SOME CASES, 

ARRESTED FARMERS REPORTEDLY HAVE NOT BEEN FED BY GOVERNMENT 
LIKE OTHER PRISONERS, BUT HAVE HAD TO RELY ON FAMILIES TO BRING 
THEM FOOD. 

2. APRIL 3 PRESS CONTAINED ADDITIONAL WARNING THAT OFFICIALS 

ARE PREPARED TO CONFISCATE "FARM PROPERTIES. NAMELY FARMHOUSES, 
EQUIPMENT, PLOUGH CATTLE, RADIOS, SEWING MACHINES, BICYCLES, 

DAIRY COWS, ETC." AGAINST REPAYMENT OF OUTSTANDING AGRICULTURAL 
LOANS (MANY ADVANCED AGAINST REPAYMENT IN CROPS). ALTHOUGH SUCH 
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PLAUSIBILITY. 

3. MAIN REASON FOR CRACKDOWN, OF COURSE. IS POOR PADDY COLLECTION 
TO DATE. SENIOR AGRICULTURE MINISTRY OFFICIAL REPORTED THAT AS 

OF APRIL 1 (WHEN PADDY PURCHASES SCHEDULED TO BE COMPLETED), GOV- 
ERNMENT HAD COLLECTED ONLY 70 MILLION BASKETS (1.43 MILLION LONG 
TONS) OUT OF OFFICIAL TARGET OF 120 MILLION. TARGET HAD BEEN SET 
LOW, AND GOVERNMENT ACTUALLY HOPED TO COLLECT 140 MILLION BASKETS. 
COLLECTION THUS AMOUNTS TO ONLY HALF OF EXPECTATION. 

4. COMMENT: GUB HAS HERETOFORE BEEN CAUTIOUS ABOUT APPLYING 
PRESSURE TO FARMERS AND CURRENT WIDESPREAD ARRESTS ARE HARSHEST 
MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST FARMERS SINCE INDEPENDENCE. ARRESTS ARE 
MEASURE OF GUB’S DESPERATION OVER ITS INABILITY TO MEET BOTH 
EXPORT COMMITMENTS AND MINIMUM DOMESTIC DISTRIBUTION NEEDS. AR- 
RESTS OF FARMERS DOUBTLESS CAUSING CONSIDERABLE BITTERNESS, AND 
SCATTERED INSTANCES OF RURAL VIOLENCE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING. 

EVEN IF NO IMMEDIATE REACTION TO GOVERNMENT'S CRACKDOWN OCCURS, 
LONG-TERM RESULTS MAY BE HARMFUL. AFTER CURREFS EXPERIECNCES, 
FARMERS MAY IN COMING YEAR TRY TO DEVOTE MORE LAND TO UNCONTROLLED 
CROPS, RESORT TO SHORTCUTS SUCH AS BROADCAST SOWING (WHICH RE- 
DUCES BOTH COSTS AND OUTPUT), AND CURTAIL USE OF FF.RTTT .T7.RR AND 
PESTICIDES ON PADDY- WITH RESULTANT DECLINE IN BURMA'S RICE 
PRODUCTION 
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